California High School Exit Examination



The following passage is an excerpt from an article in Girls’ Life Magazine. It was published in February 2006. 

Get Flawless Skin

You know that “I've never had a zit in my life” look models, celebrities and the girl next to you in homeroom are sporting? Chances are, it ain't Mother Nature. Usually, it's just really, really good makeup. 

Foundation used to be scary stuff. But there've been so many technological advances in the last year that anyone can have beautiful, natural-looking skin. Base is now so believable, people will wonder if you have anything on your face. 

The key? Choosing a just-right formula and shade for your skin, then fine-tuning by covering breakouts, under-eye circles and traces of blotchiness. Get ready to glow like a pro and put your best face forward. 

CHOOSE YOUR COLOR

Most girls are baffled by which foundation shade best suits them. Pick a too-light shade and you'll look like a geisha. Too dark and you'll look like your face doesn't belong to the rest of your body. So how do you choose from the endless array of options? 


Says makeup artist Dana Chasen of NYC Glow Skin Spa, “Your skin has a yellow, pink, olive or dark undertone. Seek out a foundation with that same undertone.” Once you've found a few potential shades, swipe a sample near your jaw line. Do you see a line between your cheek and neck? If so, pass on that shade. 


APPLY IT LIKE A PRO 

These days, liquid makeup blends easily, but even great products need application savvy. Start by dabbing a pea-sized amount of foundation onto your forehead, cheeks and chin, then blend, blend, blend. If you're using a long-wearing formula, dab and blend each area immediately—this type of formula sets quickly. 

If you’re covering up zits or under-eye circles, apply concealer after foundation. Use a concealer brush to apply directly on top of the problem area. Be sure to blend the edges into the foundation for a seamless finish. Gorgeous! 

DePaola, Kara. “Get Flawless Skin.” Girls’ Life Magazine. February 2006, p. 108.

1. Is this article fiction or nonfiction? How can you tell?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does the word audience mean when used in reference to a written document?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the tone of a written document?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What does the tone of a written document tell you about its intended audience?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Which of the following groups is most likely this writer’s intended audience?

A  girls ages 8 to 12
B  girls ages 13 to 17

C  urban teenagers

D  women ages 18 to 35

6. Based on the information in paragraph 3, what does the purpose of this article seem to be?

A  to teach girls about the importance of 

looking their best

B  to sell makeup

C  to instruct girls on how to choose and 

apply makeup

D  to introduce a new makeup brand

7. How would you characterize the difference between the first three paragraphs and the rest of the essay?

A  The first three paragraphs introduce 

the topic; the rest of the essay explains it.
B  The first three paragraphs explain the 

topic; the rest of the essay focuses on a different topic.

C  The first three paragraphs are casual 

in tone; the rest of the essay is more serious.

D  The first three paragraphs are aimed 

towards young girls; the rest of the 

essay is aimed towards older 

women.

8. How could the tone of this article best be described?

A  formal and educational
B  casual and instructive

C  youthful and irreverent

D  elegant and witty

9. Which of the following terms from paragraph 1 most strongly establish the tone of the article?

A  You and Mother Nature
B  models, celebrities, and girl

C  really, really good makeup

D  sporting and ain’t

10. What is the primary purpose of the quote in paragraph 5?

A  to give the article more authority
B  to instruct the reader on how to 

purchase foundation

C  to bring the subject to a close

D  to suggest a response from the reader
Write your response to the writing task below.


Checklist for Your Writing

The following checklist will help you do your best work. Make sure you: 

· Read the description of the task carefully. 

· Organize your writing with a strong introduction, body, and conclusion. 

· Provide a thesis responsive to the task and support it fully with specific details and examples.

· Use words that are appropriate for your audience and purpose. 

· Vary your sentences to make your writing interesting to read. 
· Check for mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and sentence formation.
✎ REMINDER

✎   You may give your writing a title if you like, but it is not necessary. 

✎   You may NOT use a dictionary. If you do not know how to spell a word, sound it 
       out and do the best you can. 

✎   You may either print or write in cursive.

✎   Write clearly! Any erasures or strikethroughs should be as clean as possible. 


ANSWER KEY

1. Free response

2. Free response

3. Free response

4. Free response

5. B

6. C

7. A

8. B

9. D

10. A

Examples of good thesis statements:

1. Makeup can help improve your self-esteem by making you look better.

2. Girls who care about themselves use makeup.

3. You don’t have to cover your face to be beautiful.

4. Despite what advertisers say, makeup actually lowers your self-esteem.

Examples of good topic sentences:

1. Makeup brings out your best qualities.

2. Girls should use foundation for the same reason that they wash their faces.

3. Foundation is like a clay mask over your skin.

4. The longer you use makeup, the more dependent you become on it.

Keep in mind that the above examples are only possible choices. They are not the only choices. Thesis statements should declare the argument of the whole essay. Topic sentences should state the main idea of each paragraph.

Writing Task:


The writer of “Get Flawless Skin” seems to think that makeup is important to girls who want to look their best. However, some people believe that makeup is unnecessary, or even that it can be harmful to girls’ self-esteem.





Write an essay in which you attempt to persuade an audience of 13 to 17-year-old girls that they either should or should not use makeup. Use examples from the article to support your argument, or as a basis for contradiction. Focus on writing for your audience.
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